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Latin for the First Year. By Walter B. GtrNNisoN and Walter 
S. Harley. Boston, New York and Chicago: Silver, Burdett 
& Co. 1915. Pp.344. $1.00. 

Latin for the First Year, by Gunnison and Harley, will prove a not unwel- 
come addition to the large number of Latin textbooks for the beginner, although 
not distinguished by any radical departure in plan or development from others 
now in use. 

The general scheme is to give declensions and conjugations in alternate 
lessons. Only one tense of the verb is presented at a time, the forms in the 
different conjugations being contrasted, an arrangement which possesses much 
merit. One lesson is devoted to the introduction of each of the case relations 
when the declension of the noun is first discussed. 

In including in the book the "essentials and only the essentials" of Latin 
S3mtax the authors have done well, and the matter selected merits the approval 
of teachers of first-year Latin. The statements of principles are, on the whole, 
dear, accurate, and adequate. The authors have apparently gone astray 
in dealing with two subjects. In undertaking to make "much use of the infini- 
tive," they have, in the attempt to give the subject full treatment, produced 
a whole which is singularly lacking in definiteness and clearness and will 
prove a stiunbling-block to the yoimg student. Again, in their treatment of 
the subject of "Sequence of Tense," the authors have, after a classification of 
the tenses of the subjunctive, contented themselves with the bald and exasperat- 
ing primary-follow-primary-and-secondary-foUow-secondary rule, adding to the 
indefinite and useless bit of information, as a safeguard perhaps, the statement 
that "this general rule wfil be more fully illustrated in the following lessons." 
One looks in vain for the fulfilment of this promise, unless it be in the attempt 
to suggest meanings for the tenses of the subjunctive when first presented in 
paradigm form, a questionable undertaking, to say the least. 

The sentences of the Latin exercises are good and seem to meet fuUy the 
intention of the authors, as stated in the preface. The vocabularies of the 
eighty-two lessons include about seven hxmdred words which are, on the whole, 
well selected. The frequent and definite reviews are especially to be com- 
mended; also the summary of forms and constructions given whenever a 
series is terminated. The many standard quotations from Latin writers make 
an interesting collection for reference, but it is to be feared that few teachers 
will find time to utilize them as the authors intended. 

Paragraphs for reading, in connected form, are given as early as Lesson X, 
and in the later lessons a simplified version of Caesar's Bellum Heheticum is 
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presented. The value of such reading-matter, even in the very early stages of 
the work of the first year, is unquestioned. 

The book is, in its general appearance, most attractive, the many illustra- 
tions adding no little interest, which is not materially lessened by the fact that 
the building pictured on p. 138 and described as the Temple of Vesta could 
not, according to authority, have been a Temple of Vesta. 

The authors state that they aim to make the book simple, thorough, and 
interesting. This aim has been achieved with no little success and it deserves 
to take and hold its place among the good first-year Latin books. 

J. L. Pfitxips 
PmiLiPS Academy 
Andover Mass. 



A Short Historical Latin Grammar. By W. M. Lindsay. 2d ed. 
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1915. Pp. xii+224. 5s. 6d. 
The first edition of this very useful condensation of the author's larger 
Latin Language has been out of print for some years. In the new edition there 
are not many important changes, the author believing that the results of most 
recent discussions are not certain enough to warrant their incorporation in 
a manual of this kind, which "must always lag behind the vanguard of search." 
If a new edition of the larger work should be forthcoming, scholars would 
expect a more thorough revision and a fidler accounting with the recent litera- 
ture of the subject. But the author does not hesitate to present, and with 
much fervor (see Preface), a new theory of his own regarding the promm- 
ciation of ae, namely that the first element should have the sound of our 
"short a" in "man," "bat," This would amount, in practice, to our adopting 
the monophthongel pronunciation, without admitting it in so many words. 
No one doubts that the monophthongel pronunciation, as long open e, was 
current in colloquial Latin from a fairly early period, and it is on this that the 
shortening in prehendo must rest. But in the evidence which leads most 
scholars, including the author (for he still defines ae as a diphthong) to believe 
that a diphthongal pronunciation prevailed in High Latin, there is nothing 
to indicate that a had other than its usual value. The author says nothing 
of the early loan-words which furnish part of the evidence for diphthongal 
pronunciation similar to that in English "aisle." Kaisar is not mentioned. 

Carl D. Buck 
University of Chicago 



